REMARKS 

The Final Office Action, dated March 9, 2009, has been received and carefully noted. 
The amendments made herein and the following remarks are submitted as a full and 
complete response thereto. 

Claims 1, 3, 4, 6-9, 11 and 12 were pending. Claims 2, 5, and 10 were 
previously canceled. Claims 1, 3, 4, 6, 9, 11 and 12 have been allowed. By this 
amendment, claim 8 is canceled and claims 1 and 7 are amended. Thus, upon entry of 
the amendments herein, claims 1, 3, 4, 6, 7, 9, 11 and 12 will be pending in this 
application. 

Support for the amendments can be found in the Specification and claims as 
originally filed. Applicants submit that no new matter has been added. Claim 1 has 
been amended to remove redundant subject matter in the claim. Specifically, the 
amendments herein delete certain definitions of K and B because radicals K and B in 
formula (I) of claim 1 have been defined as zero. Also, the amendments to claim 1 
herein delete a redundant recitation of "straight or branched d-Ce-alkyl" in the definition 
of Q in formula (MA). Applicants note that the amendments to claim 1 do not narrow 
claim 1 in any manner. Claim 7 has been amended as discussed below. 

Entry of this Amendment is proper under 37 C.F.R. §1.116 since this 
Amendment: (a) places the application in condition for allowance for the reasons 
discussed herein; (b) does not raise any new issues requiring further search and/or 
consideration on the part of the Examiner as the Amendment merely clarifies the 
claimed features of the invention; (c) does not present any additional claims; and (d) 
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places the application in better form for appeal, should an appeal be necessary. Entry 
of this Amendment is thus respectfully requested. 

Rejection under 35 U.S.C. S 112. second paragraph 

The Examiner has maintained the rejection of claims 7 and 8 under 35 U.S.C. § 
112, second paragraph, for indefiniteness. Applicants traverse this rejection. 

Applicants have amended claim 7 to clarify that a NO-donor compound 
comprises a radical of a drug selected from the group consisting of: aspirin, salicylic 
acid, ibuprofen, paracetamol, naproxen, diclofenac and flurbiprofen and at least a group 
that is an -ONO2 group or an -ONO group. Support for this amendment can be found, 
for example, in the Specification on page 17, lines 28-31. Claim 8 has been canceled 
rendering the rejection of claim 8 moot. 

In light of these amendments. Applicants respectfully request reconsideration 
and withdrawal of the outstanding 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph rejections. 

Allowable Subiect Matter 

Applicants thank the Examiner for indicating that claims 1, 3, 4, 6, 9, 11 and 12 are 
allowable. 



. 16 - RESPONSE UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.116 

EXAMINING GROUP 1626 

Application Serial No. 10/537,439 
Attorney-Docket No. 026220-00066 

TECH/702902.1 



CONCLUSION 



Applicants respectfully submit that this application is in condition for allowance 
and such action is earnestly solicited. If the Examiner believes that anything further is 
desirable in order to place this application in even better condition for allowance, the 
Examiner is Invited to contact Applicants' undersigned representative at the telephone 
number listed below to schedule a personal or telephone interview to discuss any 
remaining issues. 

Applicants believe that no fees are due at this time. However, in the event this 
response is not timely filed, the Applicants hereby petition for an appropriate extension 
of time. The fee for this extension, along with any other additional fees which may be 
required with respect to this response, may be charged to Deposit Account No. 01- 
2300, referencing Attorney Docket No. 026220-00066 . 



Customer Number 004372 
ARENT FOX LLP 

1050 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 400 
Washington, DC 20036-5339 
Telephone: 202-857-6000 
Fax: 202-857-6395 




Respectfully submitted. 
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